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Introduction

In observation of the settlement of people in the British Columbia, it is evident that its settlement differs from the settlement of other provinces. The province, situated in Northern America was one of the last to be explored and settled due to its location in a mountainous area that was difficult to access. Geographically, British Columbia borders Alaska to the south, Alberta t the east, Idaho, and Washington.  Jean Barman states that “the existence of many natural resources, as well as social amenities in the province, greatly influenced the large settlement of people within the province in comparison to other provinces.”1

 Moreover, fur trade greatly flourished within the province. Historically during the 17th to the mid-19th century, many people were interested in fur to cover their hats. This prompted the administration to develop infrastructure within the province. The geographical position, the presence of social amenities and the existence of many natural resources as well as economic activities within British Columbia influenced the larger population settlement within the province as compared to other provinces. 

The year 1876 saw the largest increase in settlement in British Columbia. In this year, the Indian Act was signed opening up the province to settlement. The ownership of the British Columbia was transferred to the Canadian government in the process of signing treaties with indigenous people. This treaty, signed as a result of fear of annexation, saw a great influx or flooding of people into the province as compared to the previous settlement of people into the region. The Act gave the Indian authority permission to intervene in issues affecting the province as well as to make policy decisions one of the policies they made was land management.  The population of British Columbia doubled as settlements doubled.  With more power given to the government, it funded social amenities and transport development in the region thus causing increased settlement. 
Influence of Economic Activities on Settlement
The residents of British Columbia engaged in a wide variety of economic activities. The economic activities brought about a difference in the settlement whereby they greatly contributed to the growth and development of the province. They encouraged many people who found the livelihood they were searching for to establish themselves. Some of the major economic activities in British Columbia include forestry, trading, transport, mining, and agriculture.

From the 17th century to the mid-19th-century trade was a booming economic activity. A major trade commodity, fur, was one great commercial enterprise in any given province in Canada. It gave people a motive to explore the country and was a major economic foundation of the British Columbia. Traders often trapped beavers to obtain fur from them. Many European countries demanded fur, to help develop their hats which were in fashion. Tremlett, Helen, Paty, and Devonshire argue that “Beaver fur was preferred because it was soft and had strands of tiny barbs that made them mat with each other tightly.”
 In the late 1870s, after British Columbia was transferred to the Canadian government, fur trade greatly accounted for a large percentage of the settlement. Many traders flooded the province creating trade rivalry. With trade rivalry, traders had to expand to areas where they could establish themselves without a lot of disturbance. They, therefore, explored the vast and empty arctic areas that had initially been owned by whalers who moved when whaling declined. The fur trade was very competitive and it thus opened British Columbia to both exploration and settlement, increased social and economic activities as well as it financed missionary activities in the area, accounting for a large number of settlements as compared to other provinces.

Agriculture was one of the main economic activities of the British Columbia that did not only provide basic food but also provided a source of income for the community. The province has many infertile soils and it is greatly forested. However, it is characterized by alluvial soil depositions, the most valuable soil in the province. The alluvial soil is deposited on the sand by rivers and streams in the lower Fraser Valley. It is extremely fertile, thus facilitating effective and productive agriculture. This favored the growth of both food crops and cash crops encouraging settlement within the province.  The province also favored the practice of large-scale farming of long grains due to the presence of grassland soils. Agriculture in the form of ranching was equally practiced as the province contains pedocal soils. With all these forms of agriculture effectively practiced, many people moved into the province and settled as the food was available for both family use and commercial use, providing income to the community. 

Forestry is a major source of livelihood. During the sale of trees for industrial use, a lot of income is obtained. Moreover, trees provide wood that is used for the construction of houses among many other construction activities. In the 1870s, with the flooding of many people, after the Canadian government owned the British Columbian province, there was a great need for wood to not only establish houses for settlement but also wood for the construction of social amenities and infrastructure. Dawson and Addington affirm that “Two-thirds of the British Columbia province is covered with forests.”
 The climate is mild and wet, favoring the growth of trees. Therefore, forestry became a booming economic activity to meet the demand for wood. Neighboring communities depended on the province for the wood that they required in their daily activities. The transportation of wood within and outside the province promoted the development of roads further encouraging increased settlement. Moreover, the presence of podzol soils within the province greatly favored the practice of forestry. Therefore, forestry was a booming economic activity which attracted many people to settle within the province as compared to other provinces. 

The 1870s were characterized by the growth of transport as an economic activity in British Columbia causing increased settlement. Once the British Columbia joined the Canadian Confederation, the railway line was extended to the west thus covering the province. This development of a good transport means for both heavy goods and people saw a large immigration of people into the province. Robin states that, “When the railway line was finished, the province recorded doubling of the entire population and number of settlements.”
 A good transport network led to the development and growth of other economic activities like mining, fishing, agriculture, and forestry because the time spent in transport was shorter yet the speed was faster. In the 1960s, ferries were introduced in the province thus further expanding water transport. Airports were expanded and the roads in the province upgraded. In the 1970s, global transport was available within the province.  Consequently, good transport facilitated higher settlement in the British Columbia as compared to other provinces.

In the 1800s, mining was a major economic activity within the province that encouraged larger settlement of people in the province as compared to other provinces. The Canadian Cordillera, a mountain belt located in the province is very rich in minerals. Some of the minerals extracted from the province include copper, gold, petroleum, iron, coal, silver, lead, and zinc among other industrial minerals.  With these minerals, many people resorted to mining as a source of income because trading minerals with other goods and services were very profitable. Minerals like gold are very expensive and a small amount gives a very large profit. Moreover, mining facilitated the development of roads to enable access to the mines. This foresaw the large settlement population in the province as compared to other provinces. 

Fishing, a major economic activity in the province accounts for some of the larger population in British Columbia. The province has many lakes that favor fishing. Fishermen settled with their families in the province as their source of income as available. 

Influence of Geographical Position on Settlement
The geographical position of an area greatly influences the number and kind of settlement within the area. People naturally prefer to settle in areas where their livelihood and social life can easily flourish without a lot of struggles. The British Columbia has a suitable geographical position that favors many economic activities. 

The soils within the province greatly attracted many people not only to explore but to also settle within the province. To begin with, the lower Fraser Valley is located within the province. This valley contains alluvial soils, which are very fertile, highly limited and extremely suitable for agriculture. This location saw the influx of farmers to the province as crops would flourish and great profits achieved.  In addition to that, the Thompson River is located within the province. It contains very rich pedocal soils that highly favor ranching. Thus, it favored the settlement of many livestock keepers within the province. Cannings, Richard, and Cannings state that, “The Peace River that contains grassland soils is located within the province. This area is suitable for large-scale grain farming. Therefore, it attracted many farmers to settle in the region, making the British Columbia highly populated as compared to other provinces.”
 Lastly, the province is greatly covered with podzol soils that favor forestry. Two-thirds of the province is covered by these soils and forests. Thus, people who practiced forestry as a main source of livelihood settled within the province. 

The presence of a good drainage system within the province greatly encouraged settlement of many people as compared to settlements in other areas. Water is a major basic necessity for the continuity of life. The British Columbian province provided adequate water supply through its rivers and lakes. Three main rivers within the province are River Fraser that flows through the entire province, the Peace River located in the north and the Columbia River located in the southern regions. There exist small numerous lake and large lakes that are narrow and long due to the mountainous terrain of the province. Olesiuk and Peter (among others) state that, “These lakes act as water reservoirs and a source of hydroelectric power.”
 This good drainage system within the province encouraged more settlement of people within the province as compared to other provinces.

The land relief of British Columbia is greatly mountainous. With the presence of mountains, valleys and plateaus are obviously present. The mountains create a large interior plateau to the center of the province, a region that is very suitable for settlement. The presence of this plateau encouraged larger settlement of individuals as compared to the settlement of individuals in other provinces that had a poor land relief. 

Influence of Government Activities on Settlement
 
With the rapid population growth of the province, the government found a need to develop infrastructure within the province. The US government feared annexation. Therefore, it developed government-financed services in the province.  Once the Canadian government took over the province, it developed and expanded infrastructure such as the Canadian-Pacific railway.  

The government signed the Indian Act in 1876, which saw the provinces settlement double. Lands were opened up for more people to own them in the treaties that were signed. Moreover, the act gave the government the power to control the lives of people. With increased government control, education to First Nations children was introduced. Linton and Jamie argue that, “The introduction of education saw the development of schools within the province, a social amenity that was lacking in many other provinces.”
 Two types of schools were created- day schools and reserved schools. The day schools served the local community’s First Nation Children. The reserved schools are an equivalent of the current boarding schools. They brought together children of diverse communities together. After completion of school, the children decided to settle in the province. Many people moved and settled in the province to be able to access education, an amenity provided by the government.  

With the signing of the 1876 Indian Act, the number of people moving into the province from Ontario greatly increased as the treaty allowed for land acquisition thus opening them up for settlement. With the increase in settlement, trade rivalry grew within the province. This further caused the growth of the population in British Columbia as it pushed further northwards and westwards. Good relations were created between the fur traders and the Inuit. Tennant and Paul state that, “The arctic territories of people who practiced whaling were empty. Whaling, an economic activity that had previously boomed but later declined by the 1870s, made whalers to shift in search of areas where whaling could boom.”
 Thus, fur traders moved into these areas and occupied them, encouraging increased settlement of people within the British Columbia. 

During the Second World War, British Columbia formed many coalitions that gave it a significant boom as compared to other provinces in the country. These coalitions were characterized by foreigners moving into the province to settle their terms and conditions. As foreigners moved into the country, they invited people from their native homelands to come and settle in the province that had many natural resources and a good transport network.
Conclusion

British Columbia has a high number of settlements as compared to the other provinces. The highest population and settlement increase was in 1876 when the Indian Act was signed. This act gave the government exclusive powers. Harris and Cole explain that, “In turn, the government developed good means of transport like the railway line, created social amenities like schools that attracted more people and encouraged them to settle in the province.”
 Another major reason as to why the province has the highest number of settlements is due to its geographical location. The large interior plateau was suitable for building settlements, the soils in the province favored the practice of many economic activities, and a good drainage system also encouraged a large population to settle within the province. The presence of a wide range of economic activities also brought about the difference in the settlement between British Columbia and other provinces. The area favored agriculture, mining, forestry, transport and fishing whereby most people settled in search of a source of livelihood that was promising. Neering and Rosemary state that, “The government activities, numerous economic activities and the geographical location of the province are major reasons as to why British Columbia has larger settlement as compared to other provinces.”
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